IS YOUR CAT URINATING ALL OVER YOUR HOME?

FELINE LOWER URINARY TRACT DISEASE (FLUTD)

The lower urinary tract consists of the urinarydaler and urethra. Diseases of the
lower urinary tract result in inflammation and pamo matter what the underlying
cause. The problem can lead to an emergencyeunuhie fatal if the pet is unable
to urinate.

Owners usually observe any one or all of the foifmsymptoms of lower urinary
tract disease:

1. Blood in the urine

2. Urinating in inappropriate places. Often a pet thas previously litter box trained will begin uaitng in
unusual places.

3. Straining or frequent attempts to urinate. Thengay be sitting in the litter box for a long periofitime
with little or no urine being expelled or strainiagd the owner confusing this with constipation.

This last point is very important since the cat vié if adequate quantities of urine cannot beetied from
the body. If no urine is being expelled, the pestrbe seen by a veterinarian immediately.
Thisisan emergency!

There are many different causes for the lower wyitract pain and inflammation, which cause thevabdinical
signs. They may include any of the ones listedwel
bacterial or viral infection

bladder stones

trauma

congenital abnormalities

cancer

neurological disorders

idiopathic FLUTD(iFLUTD)**
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**Diagnostic tests leading to the conclusiondifopathic FLUTD may include urinalysis, blood work and/or
radiographs.

These pets seem to be more sensitive to stréssss®ould include change in owner’s schedule, petwnew
baby, no window to look out of, not enough toyg] &tk of scratching posts. Providing a soft kidgd to curl up
in, can be helpful in reducing stress.

Available to your pet are natural pheromones weigtoduce into the environment and/or medicatimniselp
reduce stress and control pain. Increased wateuoggtion is an important part of your pets treatméfe may
advise can food among other things.

A website that may be helpful is the Indoor Catistive at_http://www.vet.ohio-state.edu/indoorbéh.

This disease has caused the death and abandoninmeaiy cats, and researchers are still trying teustand the
causes. Stay in close contact with your veteramaais changes in treatment will likely be required.



